
  

The Fox Valley Brain Tumor 

Coalition was founded in 2001. As 

a non profit organization it’s 

purpose is to offer educational, 

emotional, and financial support to 

those affected with brain tumors. 

 

All monies received from 

donations and fundraisers go 

entirely toward assisting brain 

tumor patients with the costs of 

treatment and supporting the 

efforts of new therapies. 

 

The Fox Valley Brain Tumor 

Support Group meets the third 

Thursday of each month and is 

open to brain tumor patients and 

their families. 

 

For more information, Contact 

David Bond, APNP, CNRN 

(920) 882-0818 or 1-888-231-5236 

 
This newsletter was created for 

informational use only. The opinions 

contained are those of the authors. You 

should always consult with your doctor.  

 

Date: 

Thursday,  December 17th,  2009 

 

Time: 

6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Place: 

NeuroSpine Center of Wisconsin 

5320 Michaels Drive     Appleton 
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Annual Holiday Feast 
It’s time again to celebrate the holidays together at 

the December meeting with food and drink. 

 

This year we would like members whose last names 

start with 

 A through M to bring a main dish or appetizer. 

 N through Z to bring a dessert 

 

Member Suggestion 
At last month’s support group meeting a suggestion was made to include 

common brain terms and definitions.  This month I include this visual on 

brain function by area.  Watch for more terms and definitions in future issues 

of Synapse. 
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Handmade “Caring Cards”  

 

Contact Jolene for a special member 

greeting from the Fox Valley Support 

Group 

 

Jolene Smaney 

7984 Prausa Ln. 

Oconto Falls, WI 54154 

jjaasmaney@centurytel.net    

 Subject Re:CCC 

Engraved glass ornaments for 

the Tree of Life are available 

through Appleton Trophy 

From the Editor Brian Burns 
 

Do you have a service or product to offer members? 

Will you tell us about your brain tumor experience? 

Do you have brain tumor questions you would like Dr. Wascher to 

answer? 

Would you like to post a memorial? 

Are you wondering why I am asking so many questions? 

The Synapse was created to share our questions, experiences, and 

services with other members as we learn and grow together.  Please 

contact me if you have a contribution or have a particular subject you 

would like to have addressed. 

 

Submissions must be received no later than the second Monday to be 

included in that month’s Synapse.  Please include a phone number where 

I can reach you.  You may remain anonymous. 

 

You may contact me via the Fox Valley Brain Tumor Coalition website 

www.fvbtc.org/contact/ 

Or via conventional mail 

Synapse Editor 

4320 West Edgewood Drive 

Appleton, WI 54913 

PET Scan May Sooner Predict Chemotherapy 

Response in Low-Grade Glioma Patients 
A recent study appearing in the Journal of Neuro-Oncology, found that 

positron emission tomography (PET) scans of low-grade glioma tumors 

were able to measure amino acid transport deactivation – necessary for 

protein synthesis, an important step in tumor growth and an early indicator 

of chemotherapy response – earlier than magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). 

In the study, metabolically active tumor volume was revealed at three 

months from the onset of temozolomide (marketed under the name 

Temodar) chemotherapy treatment with the PET scan, but not until six 

months after treatment with the MRI. The findings suggest that PET scans, 

which measure metabolically active tumor volume, may provide an earlier 

predictor of tumor treatment effectiveness than MRIs which measure tumor 

volume alone. 


