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The Fox Valley Brain Tumor
Coalition was founded in 2001. As
a non profit organization its
purpose is to offer educational,
emotional, and financial support to
those affected with brain tumors.

All monies received from
donations and fundraisers go
entirely toward assisting brain
tumor patients with the costs of
treatment and supporting the
efforts of new therapies.

The Fox Valley Brain Tumor
Support Group meets the third
Thursday of each month and is
open to brain tumor patients and
their families.

For more information, Contact
David Bond, APNP, CNRN
(920) 882-0818 or 1-888-231-5236

This  newsletter was created for
informational use only. The opinions
contained are those of the authors. You
should always consult with your doctor.

VeetingNotice;

Date:
Thursday, March 18" 2010

Time:
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Place:
NeuroSpine Center of Wisconsin
5320 Michaels Drive ~ Appleton

Isaar Trail Riders Youth Club
holds fund raiser for
Fox Valley Brain Tumor Coalition
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"We're from the Isaar Trail riders Youth club, we recently had a fund-raiser
to raise money for the brain tumor coalition. This was our first ever fund-
raiser that we have hosted. Our club is all about helping the community,
being more involved in the trail system and the AWSC. Let’s not forget
about riding on the trails with our sleds! Our first ever fund-raiser went
wonderfully well. It was held on January 23 2010. We had booyah on the
trail and raised money for the Fox Valley Brain Tumor Coalition. The idea
first came to us when a close friend’s mom was diagnosed with a brain
tumor. From there the event took form.

The day started at an early six in the morning. Despite the sleepy-ness in
everyone’s eyes, everyone was full of energy and ready to go. Fire got
started and the booyah was being prepared, then the sleds were coming.
What a fun day, ranging from games, snowmobile rides, and making and
eating the booyah. The games were very successful including the punch-n-
pull board. The board was filled with prizes donated by business. The youth
club members took the time before the event to contact business to get
donations for the board. To play the board you paid five or ten dollars
depending on what board you played, then you got to punch a hole through a
hole that was covered with tissue paper and received a prize."

We are so blessed to have such support from the youth in our community! Thank you to all
involved in making this a great event! The money raised will be put to good use!



‘From the Editor

Would be interest in a widow / widowers meeting?

As our group continues to grow, we notice that we have a pretty good
group of widows and widowers. We still very much appreciate and need
your input in the monthly support group meetings but we'd like to know if
there would be any interest in a dinner meeting or outside the office on a
monthly basis. Again, we absolutely still want you to come to the regular
monthly meetings, your experience is so important to the other members!
We just thought there might be an opportunity for you to meet with others
who have lost a spouse to a brain tumor. Let David Bond know of your
interest and suggestions. Please call David at 882-0818.

The Synapse was created to share our questions, experiences, and services
with other members as we learn and grow together. Please contact me if
you have a contribution or have a particular subject you would like to

Handmade “ Car

Contact Jolene for a special member
greeting from the Fox Valley Support
Group

Jolene Smaney

7984 Prausa Ln.

Oconto Falls, WI 54154

jjaasmaney@centurytel.net
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Engraved glass ornaments for
the Tree of Life are available

have addressed.

Submissions must be received no later than the second Monday to be
included in that month’s Synapse. Please include a phone number where
I can reach you. You may remain anonymous.

through Appleton Trophy
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You may contact me via the Fox Valley Brain Tumor Coalition website
www.fvbtc.org/contact/
Or via conventional mail

Synapse Editor
4320 West Edgewood Drive
Appleton, WI 54913

DRUG ALLOWS SURGEONS TO BETTER SEE BRAIN TUMORS
By Luis Fabregas, PITTSBURGH TRIBUNE-REVIEW Friday, February 19, 2010

A drug that illuminates brain tumor cells is allowing surgeons to better remove hard-to-visualize tumors, and could
become standard treatment within five years, Allegheny General Hospital surgeons said Thursday. The North Side
hospital is one of four medical centers in the United States studying the compound known as 5-aminolevulinic acid,
or ALA. Patients in Germany who received it survived an additional four months, said Dr. Matthew R. Quigley,
director of neuro-oncology at AGH. "I wouldn't want to go back to doing surgery without this drug," Quigley said.

The drug has been used in the brain surgeries of 12 AGH patients enrolled in a clinical trial approved by the Food and
Drug Administration. It worked in about half the cases, all of which involved patients with high-grade gliomas,
common brain tumors that are notoriously difficult to take out. Enzymes in those malignant tumors allow the drug to
give off a red glow when illuminated by a blue light, Quigley said. That allows surgeons to remove as much tumor as
possible.

AGH has received approval to use the drug on 50 patients. The hospital typically sees 60 to 70 patients who are newly
diagnosed with gliomas, the type of tumor that afflicted the late Sen. Ted Kennedy. John Rotella, 73, of Bridgeville
received the treatment on Jan. 5, four days after being diagnosed with a glioma. Doctors told him they removed the
majority of the golf ball-sized tumor, something he hopes will improve his survival odds. "I still need some chemo
and radiation, but I feel absolutely great," he said.
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