
  

The Fox Valley Brain Tumor 

Coalition was founded in 2001. As 

a non profit organization its 

purpose is to offer educational, 

emotional, and financial support to 

those affected with brain tumors. 

 

All monies received from 

donations and fundraisers go 

entirely toward assisting brain 

tumor patients with the costs of 

treatment and supporting the 

efforts of new therapies. 

 

The Fox Valley Brain Tumor 

Support Group meets the third 

Thursday of each month and is 

open to brain tumor patients and 

their families. 

 

For more information, Contact 

David Bond, APNP, CNRN 

(920) 882-0818 or 1-888-231-5236 

 
This newsletter was created for 

informational use only. The opinions 

contained are those of the authors. You 

should always consult with your doctor.  

 

Date: 

Thursday,  April 15th,  2010 

 

Time: 

6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Place: 

NeuroSpine Center of Wisconsin 

5320 Michaels Drive     Appleton 
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Teachers and Students honor Mr. Macaulay 
Karen Macaulay met with Student Council students of Green Lake School on 

March 4th where her late husband, science teacher, Don Macaulay was 

honored.  Don passed away in January after a 16 month battle with brain 

cancer. 

The students presented Karen with $650 they had raised through fund raising 

and the assistance of other school groups.  Karen presented that check to 

David Bond at the March support group meeting. 

 
- Excerpt from presentation 

“Sticky floor and frozen slushies 

for students  $37 

 

Selling silver ribbons to your 

friends and teachers  $139 

 

Raising $650 to remember 

someone as wonderful as Mr. 

Macaulay…Priceless.” 

 
Don Macaulay 2007 photo courtesy of Aaron 

Becker / Ripon Press 

I just learned of a great program/foundation that is run by a patient/caregiver 

support services organization called CancerCare.  The CancerCare Co-Payment 

Assistance Foundation assists individuals in paying their insurance co-

payments for medicine costs.  It also has resources for help dealing with 

insurance companies and medical bills, especially if your insurance policies or 

co-pays changed with the new year.  The Web site lists patients who are 

eligible: http://www.cancercarecopay.org/.  I know it covers GBM medicines. 

Additionally, Genentech has its own co-pay assistance program for Avastin.  If 

you call Genentech Access Solutions, they should be able to answer any 

questions.  Itôs designed to be a ñsingle point of contactò so they can give you 

info on all types of programs. 

You can call (866) 4 ACCESS or visit http://GenentechAccessSolutions.com 

 Submitted by: Mai-Lise Nguyen, (NYC-WSW)  

http://www.cancercarecopay.org/
http://GenentechAccessSolutions.com
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Handmade ñCaring Cardsò  

 

Contact Jolene for a special member 

greeting from the Fox Valley Support 

Group 

 

Jolene Smaney 

7984 Prausa Ln. 

Oconto Falls, WI 54154 

jjaasmaney@centurytel.net    

 Subject Re:CCC 

Engraved glass ornaments for 

the Tree of Life are available 

through Appleton Trophy 

From the Editor Brian Burns 

 

The Synapse was created to share our questions, experiences, and services 

with other members as we learn and grow together.  Please contact me if 

you have a contribution or have a particular subject you would like to 

have addressed. 

Submissions must be received no later than the second Monday to be 

included in that monthôs Synapse.  Please include a phone number where 

I can reach you.  You may remain anonymous. 

 

You may contact me via the Fox Valley Brain Tumor Coalition website 

www.fvbtc.org/contact/ 

Or via conventional mail 

Synapse Editor 

4320 West Edgewood Drive 

Appleton, WI 54913 

Tumor Grading 
Astrocytoma ï These brain tumors arise from the star-shaped 

astrocyte cells, which are the supportive tissue of the brain. 

 

 

Grade I - Pilocytic Astrocytoma 
Slow growing, with relatively well-defined borders 

Grows in the cerebrum, optic nerve pathways, brain stem 

and cerebellum 

Occurs most often in children and teens 

Accounts for two percent of all brain tumors 

 

Grade II - Low-grade Astrocytoma 
Slow growing 

Rarely spreads to other parts of the CNS 

Borders not well defined 

Common among men and women in their 20s-50s 

 

 

Grade III - Anaplastic Astrocytoma 
Grows faster and more aggressively than grade II 

astrocytomas 

Tumor cells are not uniform in appearance 

Invades neighboring tissue 

Common among men and women in their 30s-50s 

More common in men than women 

Accounts for four percent of all brain tumors 

 

Grade IV - Glioblastoma (GBM) 
Most invasive type of glial tumor 

Commonly spreads to nearby tissue 

Grows rapidly 

May be composed of several different kinds of cells (i.e., 

astrocytes, oligodendrocytes) 

May have evolved from a low-grade astrocytoma or an 

oligodendroglioma 

Common among men and women in their 50s-70s 

More common in men than women 

Accounts for 23 percent of all primary brain tumors 


